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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in reply to an amendment filed on January 04, 2008. 
Independent claim 11 has been amended. Claims 1-33 are 
pending/ examined. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 
35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-10 and 12-33 are drawn to an information processing 
method/ an access method/ executed by a center system, said 
information processing method comprising: receiving a first digital 
signature for specific data stored in said center system and a request to 
allow a first user to read/ update said stored specific data, from a 
terminal of a second user; 

confirming if an authority to give said first user permission to 
read/update said stored specific data is granted to said second user by 
comparing the received first digital signature with a second digital 
signature, which is registered in a data storage unit so as to correspond 
to said stored specific data; and 

if said first signature and said second signature are identical, 

performing a processing for enabling said first user to read/update 

said stored specific data, classified in class 713 subclass 170; 
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II. Claim 11 is drawn to a data registration method executed by a 
center system, said data registration method comprising: 

if specific data is received by said center system from a user terminal, 
generating hash data for said specific data; 

transmitting said hash data to said user terminal; 

receiving a digital signature generated from said hash data from said 
user terminal; and 

registering said specific data, said hash data and said digital 
signature into a data storage unit, 

wherein the registered hash data and the registered digital signature are 
used to confirm if an authority to access said specific data is granted to 
an access requestor, classified in class 713, subclass 193. 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following 
reasons: 

The inventions in Group I, II, are related as subcombinations disclosed 
as usable together in a single combination. The subcombinations are 
distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately usable. 

These groups can be separately usable. 

Group I, which is drawn to access method/ executed by a center system, 
said information processing method comprising: receiving a first digital 
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signature for specific data stored in said center system and a request to 
allow a first user to read/ update said stored specific data, from a 
terminal of a second user; 

confirming if an authority to give said first user permission to 
read/ update said stored specific data is granted to said second user by 
comparing the received first digital signature with a second digital 
signature, which is registered in a data storage unit so as to correspond 
to said stored specific data; and 

if said first signature and said second signature are identical, 

performing a processing for enabling said first user to read/ update 

said stored specific data, is separately used from the particular a data 
registration method recited in group II, for providing another user 
browsing or updating permission to a user who holds the genuine digital 
signature for the specific data. This benefit is described in the applicant's 
specification on page 2. 
On the other side, 

Group II, which is drawn to a data registration method is separately 
used from the specific access control method recited in group I, because 
the particular method of data registration method which is recited in 
group II, is used and carried out for the preparation of later usages (for 
example, browsing, updating and the like) as it is indicated on the 
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applicant's specification on page 4, lines 3-12, "third aspect of this 
invention." 

As indicated above the data registration method could not only be used 
for browsing/ reading or updating but also could also be used for deleting 
or writing or storing. 

Note: A data registration can be developed in various ways. Group II is 
drawn to the specific method of registration. Once the registration is 
completed by following a certain specific steps and method as recited in 
the group II, the access control methods recited in group I could also be 
implemented in various ways/methods. Though, there could be 
different and many data registration method, only one and specific 
method of such methods is recited in Group II and such method is 
distinct from that of the specific access control method recited in Group 
I. 



4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and 
have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

5. Applicants are advised that the replay to this requirement to be 
completed must include an election of the invention to be examined even 
though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 
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6. Applicants is reminded that upon the cancellation of the claims to a 

non-elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no 
longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 
CR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

CONTACT INFORMATION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Samson B 
Lemma whose telephone number is 571-272-3806. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday -Friday (8:00 am— 4: 30 pm).If attempts 
to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BARRON JR GILBERTO can be reached on 571-272-3799. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either 
Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Samson B Lemma/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2132 
04/10/2008. 

/Gilberto Barron Jr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2132 



